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Commander’s Greetings
July 1, 2013

Hello Post 2 family,
First off I want to thank the past
Commander Danny Galvez and his
outgoing officers for their service
to the Post and Auxiliary President
Judy Galvez and her outgoing
officers for their service to the Post.
This is my first tour of
duty as a Commander,
but I have been in an
officer’s role in this great
Post for nine plus years
and the last five and a half
years as your Senior Vice
Commander in which I
dearly loved.
I am very proud and
honored to be your Commander
and with the team of officers we
have this year, I could not be more
excited about this upcoming year
at Post 2. We have on the team of
new officers a great mix of long
time members and fairly new
members, in meaning; experience
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with new ideas that will make this
year great. Vision, Excitement and
Teamwork = VET.
This Post has always been like a
family. The Legionnaires, Auxiliary,
SAL and the Riders make up this
family and without one another, we
are not a family unit. That is
what makes Post 2 strong
and unique and such a great
Post is the brotherhood,
friendship and the family ties
we all have and share.
I give you my word
as Commander that all
members are top priority and
they all will be heard if there
is a problem, concerns or
have ideas. Another word that I give
you is; I have and always will be
faithful, passionate and give 110%
to Post 2 and its members.
In closing,
I want congratulate all the new
officers in the Auxiliary, SAL and the
Legion Riders… Together we can
make this one of the best years at
Post 2.
For God and Country
Always Faithful to Post 2,
Dave Grey
Commander

Commander:
Sr. Vice Commander:
Jr. Vice Commander:
Finance Officer:
Chaplain:
Judge Advocate:
Sgt at Arms:
Adjutant:
Service Officer:

Dave Grey
Rob Mattox
Pete Tomasek
Jeanne Harris
Fred Handy
Tom Gleason
Joe Paczkowski
Andrew Dunn
(open)

Executive Committee
Vern Groves (1 yr)
Ski Kuczynski (2 yrs)
Mac McMakin (1 yr)
Rob Potter (1 yr)
Glenn Russell (2 yrs)
Frank Walley (3 yrs)
Board of Trustees
J.T. Frazer (1 yr)
Fred Handy (1 yr)
Angelo Lombardi (2 yrs)
Gary Remeikis (2 yrs)
Roy Williams

Welcome New Members
Post
Patrick Egan
Donald Rau
Carl Carlson
Richard Garcia
Pedro Garcia
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Dianne Carlson
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Chaplain’s Corner

Post Everlasting

If you Do Not Stand Firm in Your Faith, You Will
Not Stand At All - Isaiah, Chapter 7, Verse 9
Have you even had one of
those “Why Me” days? You
know what I mean, one of
those days where everything
goes wrong. I recently had
such a day. Fortunately they
are a rarity. When things
seem to really be bad and I
am looking for some kind of
answer, I will re-read
the story of Joseph,
one of my favorite
Biblical characters.
Joseph, as you
may recall, was the
youngest and favorite
son of Jacob, and
his brothers were
extremely jealous
of him. So much so,
they had even plotted
to kill him whenever
the occasion might present
itself. Instead, however, they
sold him into Slavery. He was
sold to a powerful member
of the staff of Pharaoh, the
King of Egypt. His Master
soon realized how smart
and trustworthy Joseph was
and entrusted his whole
household business into the
hands of Joseph. He was
then betrayed by his Master’s
wife, who tried to seduce him,
which landed him in prison.
Due to a series of events
in prison, he was eventually
released from prison to the
court of the King of Egypt, and
became the most powerful
man under the King himself.
He was able to help the

people of Egypt survive
many years of famine, but
he was also able to help
surrounding countries,
including his own, which
eventually led to being
reunited with his brothers
and his aged father, Jacob.
Joseph had the opportunity
to get revenge on his
brothers, but after
testing them in certain
ways, he forgave
them.
The point in this
is through all the
trials and tribulations
Joseph suffered, his
faith and trust in God
never wavered. The
full story of Joseph can
be found beginning
with Genesis Chapters 37
through 50. If you have one
of those “Why Me” days,
read about Joseph and all his
trials and eventual rewards
because of his extreme trust
and faith in God. You may
find things are not so bad
after all.
Fred Handy
Post 2 Chaplain

James Guinane, WWII, Korea
Edward “Mickey” Gracia, WWII	
Robert H Colen, USN	
Joseph Montana, WWII Veteran
Mary E. Robison, WWII Veteran

11/30/2012
2/20/2013
2/23/2013
3/16/2013
5/20/2013

Another leaf has fallen,
another soul has gone.
But still we have God’s
promises, in every robin’s
song.
For he is in His heaven, and
though He takes away,
He always leaves to mortals,
the bright sun’s kindly ray.
He leaves the fragrant
blossoms, and lovely forest,
green.
And gives us new found
comfort, when we on Him
will lean.
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The American Legion Auxiliary - Wm Bloys Unit 2
UNIT President’s Greetings
July 1, 2013

Another great year is
beginning... I can feel it, can you?
Special THANK YOU to Judy
Galvez. It is going to be hard to
follow in your footsteps. Thank
you for all of your hard work
and dedication to our Unit and
our Post. I am happy to say
that not only has she joined
the ranks of Past President with
other inspirational ladies, Judy
will continue with our annual
USO Show and has accepted
various Chairmanships, including
Americanism and National
Security.
I also want to thank the
newly elected Officers for
accepting their nomination
with a dedication to help Unit
2 with another awesome year:
Helen Griffin, Sherrie Grey, Barb

Gleason, Lula Vomhof, Connie
Patch, Mary Ellen Kohut, Valerie
Griffin, Karen Charest, Linda
Topham, and Judy Galvez.
Congratulations to the newly
installed Officers of Post 2 and
Squadron 2. Let us continue the
tradition of working together
as a family, helping each other
with the programs of The
American Legion and the Good
of the Post. Together we WILL
achieve more.
For God and Country,
Michele Root
President

Unit Members Birthdays
July
August
Nicole DuMars
Judy Amsbury
Barb Gleason	Brittany Carpenter
Stevie Green	Eagle Donaldson
Donna Halstead	Elin Ingram
Arlene Hayes
Skeeter Peak
Tammy Houser
Teri Krantz
Lorraine Jordan
Christina Mach
Mary Ellen Kohut
Sonya McDonald
Delia Luque
Melinda Mullahy
Jourdan Ortega	Lois Sahl
Tonya Spencer
Joan Tonniges
Sheila Tavalero
Virginia Trumbauer
Apologize if your birthday is not listed evidently the editor does not have it

UNIT OFFICERS
President:
Michele Root
1st Vice President: Helen Griffin
2nd Vice President: Sherrie Grey
Secretary:	Barb Gleason
Treasurer:	Lula Vomhof
Chaplain:
Connie Patch
Historian:
Mary Ellen Kohut
Sgt at Arms:
Valerie Griffin
Members at Large
Helen Griffin
Judy Galvez
Karen Charest
Linda Topham

Meetings
First Wednesday of every
month at 7:00 p.m.
Exception
- July’s meeting will be on
Wednesday, July 17th.
ALA Mission Statement
In the spirit of Service, Not Self, the mission of
the American Legion Auxiliary is to support The
American Legion and to honor the sacrifice of those
who serve by enhancing the lives of our veterans,
military, and their families, both at home and abroad.
For God and Country, we advocate for veterans,
educate our citizens, mentor youth, and promote
patriotism, good citizenship, peace and security.
ALA Vision Statement
The vision of the American Legion Auxiliary is to
support The American Legion while becoming the
premier service organization and foundation of every
community, providing support for our veterans, our
military & their families and by shaping a positive
future in an atmosphere of fellowship, patriotism,
peace and security.
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Sons of The American Legion

Founded in 1932, Sons of The American Legion exists to honor the service and
sacrifice of Legionnaires. SAL members include males of all ages whose parents or
grandparents served in the U.S. military and were eligible for
American Legion membership. Members of The American
Squadron 2 Officers
Legion, American Legion Auxiliary and Sons of The American
Commander:	Eric Marble
Legion comprise the Legion family, which has a combined
Sr. Vice Commander: Josh Patch
membership of nearly 4.2 million.
Although Sons has its own membership, the organization is not a separate
entity. Rather, SAL is a program of The American Legion. Many Legionnaires
hold dual membership in SAL.

Jr. Vice Commander: Mike Bennett
Finance Officer:
Ariel Rodriguez
Adjutant:
Ariel Rodriguez
Sgt at Arms:	Barney Mullins

The Sons organization is divided into detachments at the state level and
squadrons at the local level. A squadron pairs with a local American Legion
Meetings:
post; a squadron’s charter is contingent upon its parent post’s charter. However,
2nd Tuesday of every
squadrons can determine the extent of their services to the community, state
month at 6:00 p.m.
and nation. They are permitted flexibility in planning programs and activities
to meet their needs, but must remember SAL’s mission: to strengthen the four
pillars of The American Legion. Therefore, squadrons’ campaigns place an emphasis on preserving
American traditions and values, improving the quality of life for our nation’s children, caring for
veterans and their families, and teaching the fundamentals of good citizenship.
Since 1988, SAL has raised more than $5 million for The American Legion Child Welfare Foundation.
SAL members have volunteered over 250,000 hours at veterans hospitals and raised over $915,688 for
VA hospitals and VA homes. The Sons also support the Citizens Flag Alliance, a coalition dedicated to
protecting the U.S. flag from desecration through a constitutional amendment.

Legion Riders
President’s Greetings
Congratulations to re-elected and newly elected Officers
President
Scott Krantz
Vice President
Garry Osborn
Secretary
Teri Krantz
Treasurer
Bob Roberts
Chaplain
[open]
Sgt @ Arms
Robert Mattox
Joe Paczkowski

ALR Steak Dinner - 2nd Saturday of EVERY Month
5:00 - 7:30 p.m.
New York Strip Steak with Potato Bar - $9.00
Chicken Breast with Potato Bar - $8.00

ALR Night & 50/50
1st Friday of each month
ALR Steak Dinner
2nd Saturday of each month
ALR Breakfast
2nd Sunday of each Month
ALR Meeting
2nd Sunday of each month at
12:30 p.m.

RED Shirt Fridays - Remember Everyone Deployed
T-Shirts, Long-Sleeved Shirts, Bandanas, Can
& Bottle Holders (a.k.a. Koozies) are available.
Proceeds benefit Good of the Post. See the
Bartender for information.

July - August, 2013
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Commander’s Greetings
Comrades,
Just a note to remind everyone that the monthly meeting will be held the second Saturday
of July, which is the 13th of July at Noon. This follows the pancake breakfast that is extremely
inexpensive. We are making plans for the coming year, so your input at the meeting, as well
as before and after, are important to us all. If you can make it, please come down.
Several of us attended the Department Convention in June. It was an opportunity to meet with many of our
Department officers and other fellow veterans. I would like to take a second and thank the VFW Women’s Auxiliary
for their help in making this a great convention for everyone that attended the District 4 Hospitality Suite. As
always they came through with flying colors and great food for the people present.
See you at the meeting.
Angelo Lombardi
Commander VFW Post 3632

Did you Know ...
Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) traces its roots back to 1899 when veterans of the Spanish-American War (1898)
and the Philippine Insurrection (1899-1902) founded local organizations to secure rights and benefits for their
service: Many arrived home wounded or sick. There was no medical care or veterans’ pension for them,and they were
left to care for themselves.
In their misery, some of these veterans banded together and formed organizations with what would become
known as the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States. After chapters were formed in Ohio, Colorado and
Pennsylvania, the movement quickly gained momentum. By 1915, membership grew to 5,000; by 1936, membership
was almost 200,000.
Since then, the VFW’s voice had been instrumental in establishing the Veterans Administration, creating a GI bill for
the 20th century, the development of the national cemetery system and the fight for compensation for Vietnam vets
exposed to Agent Orange and for veterans diagnosed with Gulf War Syndrome.
Simply put, the VFW strives to do good things for deserving people; particularly veterans, their families, and their
communities. From local grassroots ideas to national influence, we work everyday to make a difference. It’s our
strength as an organization. And, with each individual membership, we only grow stronger.

President’s Greetings

VFW Post 3632 Auxiliary

Greetings ~ I just wanted to thank everyone for electing me to another term as President. I am
looking forward to working closely with Angelo and the rest of the comrades this year to help
3632 achieve and surpass all of its goals. Thank you everyone who took time out of your busy
schedules to attend State Convention. We had four Past Presidents attend the Past Presidents luncheon, which I
thought was great. Next year we are shooting for five.
Our Auxiliary cooks breakfast the 3rd Sunday of the month from 9-11:30 am, with our meeting after starting 12:301:00. Please come and join us!
Exciting news is happening on the National level, they are discussing allowing male members into the Auxiliary.
How wonderful would that be, allowing husbands, sons, and brothers of our military in to our organization so that
they can share their pride and their time to help support our Veterans. Keep your fingers crossed!
If anyone is interested in joining our Auxiliary contact me - sisterstolie@hotmail.com, or talk with any of our
Auxiliary Sisters and we can get you hooked up.
Peace, Love and Laughter,
Gwen ‘Stolie’ Waldron
Auxiliary President
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Washington, D.C.
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Unit Officers luncheon
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Boxes For troops
- 2:00 pm

ALR Steak Dinner - 5:00 pm

VFW Meeting - 12:00 pm

Pancake & Sausage
Breakfast: 10:00 - Noon

Hall Rented
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August 23 - 29
95th Annual National Convention –
Houston, Texas
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87th American Legion
Baseball World Series
8/16 - 8/20
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Kilroy’s Dinners
ALR 50/50
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News from national

Don’t listen to the O.T.H.E.R.R. guys
The American Legion National Headquarters is alerting Legion Family members throughout the country to
be aware of a fund raising scam that is inappropriately using The Legion’s name.
An organization calling itself O.T.H.E.R.R. (One, Time, Healthy, Effective, Resource, Re-direction) claims it is
working with The Legion to raise $100M to help veterans. Not so. Don’t be fooled. Legion ofﬁcials say the
group’s activities are unauthorized and not legitimate.

Military plans would put women in most combat jobs

By LOLITA C. BALDOR
The Associated Press
Published: June 17, 2013

WASHINGTON — Women may be able to start training as Army Rangers by mid-2015 and as Navy SEALs a year later under plans
set to be announced by the Pentagon that would slowly bring women into thousands of combat jobs, including those in elite
special operations forces.
Details of the plans were obtained by The Associated Press. They call for requiring women and men to meet the same physical
and mental standards to quality for certain infantry, armor, commando and other front-line positions across the Army, Navy, Air
Force and Marines. Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel reviewed the plans and has ordered the services to move ahead.
The move, expected to be announced Tuesday, follows revelations of a startling number of sexual assaults in the armed forces.
Earlier this year, Joint Chiefs of Staff Chairman Gen. Martin Dempsey said the sexual assaults might be linked to the longstanding
ban on women serving in combat because the disparity between the roles of men and women creates separate classes of
personnel - male “warriors” versus the rest of the force.
While the sexual assault problem is more complicated than that, he said, the disparity has created a psychology that lends itself
to disrespect for women.
Under the schedules military leaders delivered to Hagel, the Army will develop standards by July 2015 to allow women to train
and potentially serve as Rangers, and qualified women could begin training as Navy SEALS by March 2016 if senior leaders agree.
Military leaders have suggested bringing senior women from the officer and enlisted ranks into special forces units first to ensure
that younger, lower-ranking women have a support system to help them get through the transition.
The Navy intends to open up its Riverine force and begin training women next month, with the goal of assigning women to the
units by October. While not part of the special operations forces, the coastal Riverine squadrons do close combat and security
operations in small boats. The Navy plans to have studies finished by July 2014 on allowing women to serve as SEALs, and has
set October 2015 as the date when women could begin Navy boot camp with the expressed intention of becoming SEALs
eventually.
U.S. Special Operations Command is coordinating the matter of what commando jobs could be opened to women, what
exceptions might be requested and when the transition would take place.
The proposals leave the door open for continued exclusion of women from some jobs, if research and testing find that women
could not be successful in sufficient numbers, but the services would have to defend such decisions to top Pentagon leaders.
Army officials plan to complete gender-neutral standards for the Ranger course by July 2015. Army Rangers are one of the
service’s special operations units, but many soldiers who go through Ranger training and wear the coveted tab on their shoulders
never actually serve in the 75th Ranger Regiment. To be considered a true Ranger, soldiers must serve in the regiment.
In January, then-Defense Secretary Leon Panetta and Joint Chiefs Chairman Gen. Martin Dempsey signed an order that wiped
away generations of limits on where and how women could fight for their country. At the time, they asked the services to
develop plans to set the change in motion.
The decision reflects a reality driven home by the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, where battle lines were blurred and women were
propelled into jobs as medics, military police and intelligence officers that were sometimes attached, but not formally assigned,
to battalions. So, even though a woman could not serve officially as a battalion infantryman going out on patrol, she could fly a
helicopter supporting the unit or be part of a team supplying medical aid if troops were injured.
Of the more than 6,700 U.S. service members who have been killed in Iraq and Afghanistan, about 150 have been women.
The bulk of the nearly 240,000 jobs currently closed to women are in the Army, including those in infantry, armor, combat
engineer and artillery units that are often close to the battlefront. Similar jobs in the Marine Corps are also closed.
Army officials have laid out a rolling schedule of dates in 2015 to develop gender-neutral standards for specific jobs, beginning
with July for engineers, followed by field artillery in March and the infantry and armor jobs no later than September.
Women make up about 14 percent of the 1.4 million active U.S. military personnel. More than 280,000 women have been sent to
Iraq, Afghanistan or neighboring nations in support of the wars.

For complete story, visit:
http://www.stripes.com/military-plans-would-put-women-in-most-combat-jobs-1.226319
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Honor Flight
Honor Flight Arizona was started in 2008 after our Hub Coordinator, Susan
Howe took her father, a B 24 nose gunner, on an Honor Flight from Ohio. Arizona
is the 28th state to set up a hub. Susan was very touched by the experience and
recognized the need for Honor Flight to come to Arizona. By the end of 2008,
Susan had completed the required paperwork, formed the first Honor Flight AZ
board and fund raising began. Twelve veterans flew on the first trip in November,
2009. At the completion of the 2012 flying season, over 500 veterans had taken the
journey from Arizona to Washington, D.C.
While we celebrate our accomplishments, our waiting list remains over 300 veterans. This translates into
a wait of one year to fly. Many of our veterans become ill or pass away in the interim. Over 50,000 of all
remaining WWII veterans reside in Arizona. This makes up almost 10% of all WWII veterans nation-wide.
Nationally, WWII veterans are passing away at a rate of 1200 – 1500 per day. (VA statistics).
Our Mission
The mission of Honor Flight Arizona is to pay homage to our WWII veterans by providing the support
needed for them to complete a three-day journey of honor and remembrance to their memorial in
Washington, D.C. at no cost to them. To accomplish this, we plan to raise adequate funding to send 220
veterans on eight trips in 2013. Our secondary mission is to educate our youth about the impact of WWII
and our WWII veterans on the freedom of our nation.
Our Volunteers
Honor Flight AZ is a 100% volunteer organization. In addition to fund raising and maintaining our
veteran data base, our volunteers plan all aspects of each trip to ensure a safe and enjoyable journey. This
includes meal planning, hotel accommodations, safe passage through security, banquet dinners with guest
speakers, scheduling tours, flights and buses and ensuring that families are aware of all facets of our trip.
Volunteers also organize and carry out all fund-raising activities and community events. Volunteers called
Guardians pay their own way to accompany our veterans on Honor Flight.
Our Plight
Our need for funds is huge and time is very short. Due to our location on the west coast, we conduct a
3-day trip, which is in contrast to the east coast hubs that travel out and back in one day. As a result of the
need for hotel and meal accommodations and a longer flight, our cost for one veteran is $900.

Honor Flight AZ works year-round to plan and conduct 7-8 trips to the memorials in Washington, D. C.
Flights will ‘take off’ as scheduled if funding and guardian needs are met.

Editor’s Note:

WWII veterans who are members of Post 2 and wish to visit their memorial should be given the chance. A
fundraising event to raise monies for their Guardians would be wonderful for all entities to participate in,
as a family, and help our deserving veterans see their Memorial in Washington, DC.
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Upcoming Events
July 3
7:30 p.m.

Installation of Post 2 & SAL Officers

July 4
10:00 a.m.

Freedom Bell ceremony followed by
potluck

July 7
NOON

Post 2 Planning Session

July 13
2:00 p.m.

District 12 Organizational Meeting hosted by Mesa Post 26 located at 505 West 2nd
Avenue, just West of Country Club Drive and South of Main Street. All Officers should
attend as well as any member who wishes to. (Caution - construction on Main Street)
Department of AZ Planning Session at Post 2

July 17
6:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

Board of Trustees’ meeting
Unit 2 meeting - this month only as the newly-installed President will be out of town
on the 1st Wednesday in July.
E-Board meeting

August 7
7:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

Unit 2 meeting
Post 2 meeting

August 17
2:00 p.m.

Boxes For Troops- gathering to pack boxes to send to our Active Military. If you have
an address of those deployed, please give it to Judy so they are added to our list. We
are looking for sponsors for each box sent - Sponsors will pay for postage of their box.

August 21
6:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

Board of Trustees’ meeting
E-Board meeting

Special Thank You to everyone who participated in our Flag Retirement Ceremony and
were entertained by the SWING KIDS. Thanks to your generosity, a $100 donation was
given to the Wounded Warrior Project.
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Business Sponsors

XYZ Plumbing
1234 W Broadway, Tempe, AZ

Hardy Animal Hospital
123 S Hardy Dr, Tempe, AZ

Sample
Call Al

(602) 555-5555

Hardy Animal Hospital
123 S Hardy Dr, Tempe, AZ

Hours:
Sunday - 8 am - Noon
Monday - Friday - 8 am - 8 pm
Saturday - 8 am - 2:00 pm

(602) 555-1111

XYZ Plumbing
1234 W Broadway, Tempe, AZ

Hours:
Sunday - 8 am - Noon
Monday - Friday - 8 am - 8 pm
Saturday - 8 am - 2:00 pm

(602) 555-1111

Call Al

(602) 555-5555

Looking for Business Sponsors to advertise in the newsletter, newlyinstalled media center and online at www.legionfamily.org and www.
tempelegionriders.org.
First-come, first-served basis - members given first priority. Will extend to nonmembers starting with the November/December issue.
Business owners: we offer sponsorship
opportunities by way of printed advertising
in this newsletter, web site advertising on
www.legionfamily.org and in-house advertising
on the media center in our Post. If you are
interested in advertising with us, please inquire
via email to newsletter@cox.net and we will
contact you as soon as possible to discuss the
available opportunities.
Members: Please support our business
sponsors. Their advertising dollars will help
us offset the cost of publishing this newsletter
and to provide support for Veterans and their
families in our community.

Newsletter advertising
Printed six times per year and
emailed or mailed to members
per request. Copies available
at Kilroy’s - ask the bartender.

3.5 x 2” Ad
$75 annually

1.5 x 1.5” Ad
$50 annually
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The American Legion
William Bloys, Post 2

2125 South Industrial Park Ave.
Tempe, AZ 85282-1919
Phone:
(480) 967-2968
Email:
wbalpost2@cox.net
Due dates for articles and event
submissions for the next Newsletter is
August 15, 2013
Send all submissions to:
newsletter@cox.net
Check us out at:
www.legionfamily.org
or on Facebook.

Kilroy’s Menu
Breakfast
Sunday ~ 9:00 am to 11:30 am
2nd Saturday of each month
Pancake & Sausage Breakfast
10:00 am to Noon with
$1.00 Bloody Mary’s
Lunch
Tues - Thurs ~ 12:00 - 2:00 p.m.
Friday ~ 12:00 - 5:00 p.m.
Regular Menu ~ Hot Dogs, Pizza
Dinner
Friday ~ 5:00 - 7:30 p.m.
Regular Menu ~ Burgers, Shrimp, Fish, and Pizza
Friday Dinner Specials
Come receive your FREE dinner on any Friday
during the month of your Birthday!
$2.00 domestic beer on Friday’s
4:00 p.m. to close
Music 6:00 - 9:00 p.m. on Friday’s

Wm Bloys Post 2
The American Legion
2125 S Industrial Pk Av
Tempe, AZ 85282-1919
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